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A CASE OF NEGLECT

Hearts and help
go out to brothers '

Center coordinates

 fund for abused boys

"BY ROBERT RUDOLPH .
STAR-LEDGER STAFF. - :
A fund has been estabhshed to
handle what has become an out-
" pouring of offers of aid from con-
cerned’ citizens responding to the
shocking story of child abuse in-
volvmg young brothers who were
lefs abandoned and starving m the
nasement of a Newark home. . -
Both Umvers1ty Hospltal in

_ \Iewark, where the two ‘surviving |

children are being cared for, and
~ the office of Newark Mayor Sharpe
James, have been mundated with |/

- hundreds  of - calls “from people

worldwide seekmg to. donate cash 3

toys and other gxfts to the boys. -

The Newark Day Center, Center, the so—

( 'sters .
the Greater Newark ‘Fresh Air |
and announced it will step in to. |

e1al service agency that

' ,coordmate donatlons for the

youngsters

“We will be the condult for any- |
. oné who wants to send funds in on’

their - behalf,” _said Trish Morris-

~Yamba, the agen(,ys exeeutlve di-
rector.

) “Qur heart goes out to these

children,”  said Morris-Yamba.

“Every penny that comes in wﬂl go

to these children.” “ =

Morris-Yamba said the Day_

Center will not dJsperse the money

put will coordinate efforts with

other social service agencies; which

will decide how best to allocate the

funds for the future ea:ce of the chil-
- dren.

Morris-Yamba adwses those
who want, to help that it would be
better to send money rather than
gifts of clothing or toys because the

agency has no way of storing such |

material over a long period.
At the same time, she said, the
agency does’t want to discourage

|
t
|

anyone from making any type-of |1

rontribution.

‘ -about this,” she’ sald
" Linda - Phanm, ‘an Ehzab_eth;.‘ i
teacher, . sald students from her || |
- eighth- -grade class - have " raised
money to contnbute to the young—; |

- nity? I don't live’ ‘there, but would
really like. :

chﬂdrens) futw:e R ||
Rich's Flowers, aNewark florist,

_ inour soelety

Meanwhlle the offers -of . aid

have been cormng m from a wide |-

vanety of sources.
“Everyone is sxmply devastat

sters. - o
People as far ways as Cahforme_

" have also volunteered to help. Holly |

Wolcott of Pasadena sent an e-mall
asking; “What ¢an I do to help |
those two children in your ‘comm- |

‘ Lol P :
James 3 "d hJS oﬁ‘lce has been

types from
“People want, to do somethin,
James said, “The w

has offered to donate ﬂowers or |
the funeral of 7-year- -old Faheem

Wﬂhams ‘whose body was discov- |
ered in_ the ‘Newark apartment 4
where his two brothers were found

near starvatlon el

Rogers Ramsey, a spokesman

for University Hosp1tal ‘said hun-

dreds of offers of aid have been
pouring into the hospltal, bub the

 (the | |

hospital is not equlpped to hancllel ;

the donations.”

He said. hospltal workers have"' i

been taking the names of inter-

“ested persons and- will forward
them to the Newark Day Center for‘ {

follow-up contacts.

Morris-Yamba said that as dis-
" turbing as the current case may be,

it'isnot an 1solated situation, but a-
symptom of a “systermo problem”

“We Know - that th:s happens
rnore often than. ‘we would like,”
she said. “The problem is not Just
the end result; 1t is what leads up

to that.”" -+
“The Newark Day Center whlch |

is preparing to celebrate its 200th

anmversazy, was ongnaﬂy orga—




